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 Digging for Highlands Treasure:  

Oral History escapades  

 

 What do an obituary, a photograph, and a hand-
drawn map have in common? 
 The question may seem a bit whimsical ð like a joke 
posed to a seven-year-old. òWhat do cars, trees and ele-
phants have in common?ó In this case, the answer is: òThey 
all have trunks.ó But, there is no silly flippant word play at 
work here. Wordsñcertainly. 
 These items are artifacts lying on Carol Snyderõs 
dining room table and they are among the documents from 
her recent oral history work for the Highlands Historical 
Society. By interviewing current and past residents of High-
lands, Carol (along with the small cadre of volunteers who 
assist with transcribing and indexing) helps to ensure that 
the memories and stories of Highlands are captured and 
preserved.  If you are familiar with the Societyõs newsletter, 
you are familiar with Carolõs efforts ð which often appear as 
feature stories.  The articles that appear in the newsletters 
are, however, only the tip of the oral history iceberg. Carol 
also delivers each complete interview, both in print and au-
dio formats, to the City of Edmonton Archives where they 
are stored and available for researchers to consult. Then, 
there are also the items that donõt get recorded. 
  Often, Carol is told stories in confidence. òThere 
are stories I hear that I could never print!ó, she says, and she 
laughs knowing that these stories make up the heart and 
soul of our neighbourhood.  When Carol talks to High-
landsõ residents she sometimes finds that she winds up hav-
ing more questions than just the ones she asks to prompt 
reflection and storytelling. 
 Right now, Carolõs questions go back to a time be-
fore the memories of those she interviews. The obituary, 
referred to above,  is for James Ingram Gullion.  It appeared 
in the Edmonton Bulletin on September 17, 1902. James In-
gram Guillion farmed the area now known as the High-
lands, then HBC Lot 32, beginning in the early 1870s until 
his passing in 1902. 
 The photograph, referred to above, shows Ada 
Boulevard with a house on the south side right at the edge 
of the bank.  Carol can point out on the map the bounda-
ries of the River Lots and where she thinks the Gullion  
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Looking for a way to give back to your Community? 

The HHS is looking for volunteers! Contact Shelli Carder 

Drozd at 780-477-8080 to discuss your areas of interest and 

weôll locate a suitable post within our diverse set of programs 

and activities.  

home was located.  Is she right? Where exactly was the first 
permanent residence in what is now the Highlands?   
 Carol is hoping that there is evidence somewhere 
or that a person may recollect something that will confirm 
her suspicions. James Ingram Gullion was survived by seven 
children and Carol hopes there are some descendants in 
Edmonton who can provide some information. Was the 
Gullion farmhouse still standing long after Magrath and 
Holgate began their neighbourhood development plans?  
Anyone who can help Carol in her sleuthing quest to gather 
ALL the stories about the Highlands can contact her at pec-
uador@hotmail.com.                                                              
          -Gail Rydman- 
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The Highlands Historical Society is a non-profit society dedi-
cated to the awareness and  preservation of the historical re-
sources of the Highlands community of Edmonton, Alberta. 

Reach us at: info@edmontonhighlands.ca 
www.edmontonhighlands.ca 

 

One Year Memberships: Single $15.00, Family $20.00 
Two Year Memberships: Single $25.00, Family $35.00  
Mail cheque made out to Highlands Historical Society Ed-
monton to:  PO Box 51066 , Highlands Post Office 
  Edmonton, AB, T5W5G5 
________________________________________________________ 
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Program Updates  
 
  

 The Highlands Historical Society would like to extend 
its gratitude to David Locky.  David has recently resigned 
from his post of President but will continue in an active vol-
unteer capacity working on our Historic Plaque Program and 
helping out at special events.  Over the past two years, David 
was instrumental in expanding our overall focus to include 
broader initiatives such as the Historic Overlay Inventory and 
the Historic Plaque Program.  Thanks for your dedication and 
hard work David!  Laurel Erickson has assumed the role as 
Acting President until our Annual General Meeting where a 
new executive slate will be determined. 
 We have a busy summer ahead of us with our Open 
Houses and Walking Tour events as well as other community 
appearances such as the Highlands Street Festival.  Other pro-
jects we are focussed on include: an exciting book initiative 
that will be released as a part of the Highlands centenary cele-
brations in 2012 (see the last page of this newsletter), contin-
ual expansion of our successful historic plaque program, the 
creation of a new visual identity including logo/website/
signage, and the release of an electronic newsletter for our 
members.   
 We hope to connect with you during our Summer 
events.  Watch for a new print newsletter this Fall.   

2010 Special Events  
 
SUNDAY JUNE 20, 2010ñMEMBERS ONLY EVENT 

 

ñAT HOME IN THE HIGHLANDSò 
THE ATKINSON RESIDENCE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

View the home of the Highlands doctor  
&  enjoy light refreshments 

 
11234 63rd Street 1:00 p.m.ñ4:00 p.m. 

FREE FOR MEMBERS 
For Admittance, non members can purchase a membership on 

site. $15.00/Individual, $20.00/ Family 
_________________________________ 

 

EDMONTON AND NORTHERN ALBERTA  
HISTORIC FESTIVAL EVENTS  

 
 

MITCHELL RESIDENCE ðOPEN HOUSE  
 

SATURDAY JULY 10, 2010 
 

View this impeccably decorated and landscaped home, once 
owned by long-standing City Alderman Frederick John Mitchell 

 
6128 Ada Blvd 1:00 p.m.ñ4:00 p.m. 

$10.00 per person.   
  ___________________________________ 

 

HIGHLANDS WALKING TOURS  
 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON  JULY 10, 2010 
 

Meet in front of the Magrath Mansion 6240 Ada Blvd 
3:00 p.m.ñ5:00 p.m. 

$5.00 per personñRegistration Required 
Register before July 3rd  by calling 780-474-8101 or emailing 

yessyb@telusplanet.net 
 

OR 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING  JULY 14, 2010 
 

Meet in front of  the Magrath Mansion at 6240 Ada Blvd 
6:30 p.m.ñ8:30 p.m  

$5.00 per personñRegistration Required 
Register before July 7 by emailing rydman2009ga@yahoo.com 



 The number of Highlands homeowners demonstrat-
ing pride in their homes and local history by hanging Decora-
tive Historic Plaques continues to grow in Phase 2 of the pro-
gram. Decorative Historic Plaque orders now number at over 
90, with more in the design phase. Our initial goal of 100 
plaques by 2012 will likely be surpassed within the next few 
months. Thankfully, the City of Edmonton continues to sup-
port this program with grants that cover 50% of the $140 cost 
ð building owners pay only $70.  
 For those who have already purchased their plaques 
but have yet to hang them, there are many reasons to do so 
soon. As the weather warms, many visitors will be flocking to 
the Highlands for such events as Streetfest (May 29) and HHS 
events (see list on page 2) Additionally, the City of Edmonton 
has requested photographs of all buildings in the Highlands 
with Decorative Historic Plaques for their records. Letõs show 
our spirit by hanging our plaques! 
 For those who are new to this program, Decorative 
Historic Plaques are durable 11ó x 17ó signs constructed of 
laminated aluminum and plastic with the year of the building, 
name of the first owner/tenant, and occupation. The program 
is very inclusive and buildings do not have to be designated 
historic to qualify, nor do they have to be original! If you have 
a building at least 50 years old, you qualify for a plaque with 
the matching grant. Further information is available in a recent 
article at http://www.highlandscommunity.ca/documents/
articles_historicalplaques.pdf. 

 Researching your buildingõs history is easier than you 
think and can be quite revealing --you never know what you 
might find.  
 To start your own research, please see the link on the 
HHS web page: http://www.edmontonhighlands.ca/
HHS_research_history_of_your_home.pdf. If you would like 
to know more about how you can get a plaque, or for infor-
mation on researching your homeõs history, please contact 
David Locky at davidlocky@gmail.com.    
                                                                     ñDavid Lockyñ 

Decorative Historic Plaque Program Update  

Time to Hang óEm High 

Dear Highlands 

Friends and neighbours, I have had the pleasure of being  a part of 
this historic neighbourhood for many years.  I truly appreciate all it 
has to offer and am grateful to represent you and your family in the 
Alberta Legislature.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions, comments or concerns you may have.  I am here to listen 
to you! 

Brian Mason, your MLA Edmonton Highlands Norwood  

               Like what you see?  
    

          Find us on           

            the Web!            
 
                   www.edmontonhighlands.ca 

  www.facebook.com/highlandshistoricalsociety 
For updates, events, links, news and more! 
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